TRANSIENT KILLER WHALE (Orcinus orca) HARRASMENT, PREDATION, AND "SURPLUS
KILLING" OF MARINE BIRDS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

_ Staceyl, P. J., R. Baird2’3, A. B. Hubbard-Morton* (lghe Whale Museum,

Friday Harbor, WA; “Box 6244, Victoria, B.C. V8P 5L§& Dept. Biological
Sciences, Simon Fraser Univ., Burnaby, B.C. V5A 1S6; “Raincoast Research,
Simoom Sound, B.C. VOP 1S0) '

Observations of transient killer whale attacks on marine birds around
Vancouver Island are presented. All the attacks appear to have been on birds
which were molting and unable to fly. Attacks include killer whales tail-
lobbing, chasing and jumping on the birds. Attack outcomes include the bird
being left alone after the encounter either unharmed, wounded or dead, or
disappearing and presumably being eaten. One positive observation of
consumption was recorded. Birds react to the attacks by swimming at the
surface; they have not been seen to dive. Al]l attacks were on birds at the
surface, although it is possible that attacks may occur on birds below the
surface but were not observed. Attacks on marine birds have been previously
reported in the literature and their remains have also been reported from
stomach contents of transient killer whales. These interactions appear to be
energetically inefficient for the killer whales, compared to observations of
predation on marine mammals. Ye have observed transient killer whales
_interact with the Common Loon, Eared Grebe, Common iurre, Pigeon Guillemot,
and Rhindceros Auklet. He discuss possible reasons for interactions,
including "play" and "surplus killing," and the potential for impacts on
marine bird populations.
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